
I was a quiet shy girl growing up in the 50s with four 
brothers.
My role was to help my mother with the household chores and support 
with my brothers. Schoolwork was not a priority for girls, as I would be 
taken care of, but the boys had to go out and earn a living when they 
grew up. But I had dreams and aspirations to have a career, travel and 
go to University, which was frowned upon by the elders of the family.

I married young and had a family, but never let go of my dreams of 
going to University and having a career and travelling. It took 15 years 
for me to get my schoolbooks, equipment and head off to the local 
college. I remember the first day, I was the oldest student by far, but I 
soon became one of the group. From there, I was awarded a place at 
Johns Hopkins (Washington DC, USA) School of Business, and then went 
on to the George Washington School of Business, earning a degree.  

My life took a complete 180 degree turn from then on, joining the 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office (older than most) and eventually 
becoming the Vice Consul and Homeland Security Sector Specialist 
advising Ambassadors and senior politicians. Eventually even earning 
the Member of the British Empire (MBE) medal for my work in this field.

I’m now retired from the FCO, and I am working to support Business’s 
in East Lindsey to achieve the TED Age-friendly Business Award, and 
provide any help and support we can. 

“Keep your dreams alive, anything is possible if you believe in yourself!”
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