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Dorothy, the younger of two girls, was born in 1939
just after the start of World War two. She grew up in
a small terraced house in the North East of England.
She was a bright and creative child who loved reading books, a passion
that has remained throughout her life. Young Dorothy was less keen
on going out and mixing with her peers. In fact Dorothy’s mum would
often have to send her out to get some fresh air and play with the other
children, rather than sit on her own indoors wonderfully lost in the
stories she adored.
After attending grammar school Dorothy went on to train as a
radiographer. Although happy with her role, she wanted to spread
her wings. She recalled how she and her colleagues were frustrated
at having to wait for matron to drink her coffee before they could
have theirs (cold coffee is not so nice). One day frustrated by this and
motivated by a sense of adventure Dorothy answered an advert and
was successful in getting a job in Canada. In 1960 she set off alone, not
knowing what the future held.
A couple of years later she returned to the UK, to a job at Great
Ormond Street Hospital in London. London in the 60’s was a little
different to Dorothy’s experience in her home town. She lived in
Ladbroke Grove in shared accommodation with her new friend Mary.
They hung their hand washed tights over the shower rail, had no spare
money, smoked a lot, worked hard and had lots of fun.
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It was in London, at the Café de Paris that Dorothy met Dave, her partner for life. She had been
persuaded to go to the club for ‘moral support’ by her friend. Dorothy was reluctant as she was
due to work a late shift at the hospital. In the short time she was there she was approached by a
confident, slightly older man “dressed like Frank Sinatra”. He offered to walk her home after the
club but she said she was leaving early for work. A little sceptical he offered to walk her to work,
which he did and was surprised to find she was telling the truth! They had a whirlwind romance and
were engaged in 1964, married early 1965 at the Italian Church in Islington close to where Dave had
grown up. They moved into a family home in North London and had a long and happy marriage,
with two daughters; and a number of dogs over the years.
After having her children and returning to work, Dorothy was running the radiography department
in the local hospital. There was little time for hobbies, apart from reading of course - there was
always time for books! However Dorothy took time to relearn and build on her piano playing
skills. She loved musicals and on rare occasions relished attending West End performances with
Dave. At one point she took up belly dancing and tap dancing with work colleagues and put on a
performance for fun.
Dorothy and Dave both worked hard and loved to have relaxing holidays together. Their favourite
destination being Italy, where they would enjoy the scenery, the atmosphere and of course the
great food and red wine. They planned for a good retirement and in the early 90’s moved to a lovely
village location in Lincolnshire.
As grandchildren arrived Dorothy spent many hours knitting and crocheting for the various babies.
One of her signature pieces was the ‘love blanket’. A large colourful blanket made with love. All
of her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren (and her dogs) were gifted with these
big beautiful blankets of love while she was able to make them. Sadly in recent years Dorothy’s
personality, memories and skills have diminished, due to vascular dementia. She still finds joy in
time spent with loved ones, singing and playing the piano. While her children and their children
remember her individuality, her strength, her intellect, her creativity and her passion for life.

